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CREATING THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS IN N SCALE
DW
BOGIE WOODEN LOUVRE VAN
Prototype
The DW van was built onto truss-rodded Ww gondola under frames at Islington Workshops during 1945.  There were 29 of these vans built, and two of these (4781 and 4782) were recoded to DWR in the early 1970s. The DWR’s were repainted Regal Red and silver, and were intended for the Port Pirie passenger service. All of these wagons had four panels between the doors on each side.  This kit represents the freight version of the DW.
Model
This model kit contains a one piece Polyurethane body casting and a separate Polyurethane underfloor/chassis.  Micro-trains Archbar type bogies are recommended however other appropriate types can also be used with Rapido style couplers. Body mounted couplers can also be fitted separate to the bogies for modellers running on large radius curves.  Decals are included to suit SAR period.

Pre-assembly
Begin by washing the cast body in warm soapy water to remove traces of release agent remaining from the casting process.  An old soft toothbrush is useful at removing this from crevices but be careful not to knock off any fine details.  Clean any casting flash from around the base.  A nail file emery board, using the fine side, is useful for this purpose.
Attaching body to chassis underfloor
Test fit floor to body ensuring it sits down fully into body recess.  Adjust as necessary by sanding floor on a flat surface.  PVA glue is the preferred method of attaching the body to chassis.  Apply glue to the inside body recess and then press floor in.  Wipe off any excess.  Use rubber bands around model to assist holding floor in tight whilst glue dries. Be careful that rubber bands do not damage the fine roof edges with too much pressure.  After gluing the chassis to body set aside to dry. The use of permanent glue such as CA/Super glue can be used if preferred.
Attaching corrugated roof panel (if supplied).

If modelling the later DW version with corrugated roof the extra panel will need to be attached to the roof of the body casting.  Ensure that the panel is correct size without excessive overhang on any sides or ends.  Remove the 3 roof vents with a sharp knife or by sanding off.  Sand the entire roof area lightly to provide a ‘key’ for the glue to adhere to.  Form the aluminium roof panel (if supplied) around a suitable sized dowel or round tube that matches the roof profile.  Lightly scuff the inside surface of the panel to provide a ‘key’ for glue adhesion.  PVA, Contact adhesive or Super glue are all suitable glues to attach the corrugated panel.  PVA gives the longest work time and allows for realignment before drying.  Use rubber bands to apply pressure whilst glue fully dries.  PVA may need 24 hours to fully dry.
Attaching bogies to chassis
The bolsters are ready to accept the pins supplied with Micro-trains bogies.  Occasionally due to slight casting shrinkage the pins may become too tight.  Therefore it may be necessary to enlarge the hole slightly to achieve a snug fit.  If by accident the hole is enlarged too much the pin can be held in with PVA glue when fitting the bogies.  If requiring removal at a later date the PVA glue can be softened with a drop of water and easily extracted.  Bogies are best painted by removing, painting separately and then fitting after all painting is completed.
Truss rod construction and steps
The model will function without truss rods fitted however they add a nice extra level of detail.  For modellers capable of soldering a brass or copper wire structure could be constructed.  Alternatively a truss rod and posts can be constructed using 0.5mm styrene rod.  Use the side view plan over page to assist proper location of truss rods and posts.  Drill matching sized holes for posts into underside of floor and glue in place.  Add rod across top of posts and bend down to touch underfloor.  Steps can be added using fine wire bent to shape if desired for extra detail.  Use the plan over page for correct step location.
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Painting and Decals

It is important the model has been washed to remove traces of release agent used in the casting process.  SAR DW’s were SAR light grey.  Early versions (not this kit) would have been the darker SAR grey.  SAR decals supplied do not cover the early versions and will need to be sourced by the builder if desired.  ANR DW’s were most likely painted SAR Regal Red.  This colour can vary depending on age of the wagon and exposure to weathering.  During the early transition period of SAR into ANR some of the wagons retained the SAR light grey and used the red boxed ANR logo.  ANR decals are not supplied in this kit due to insufficient information to recreate accurately.  There are two different SAR code board locations that can be modelled.  See example locations that suit supplied decals.  ALWAYS USE A FRESH SHARP KNIFE OR SCISSORS TO AVOID TEARING DECALS WHEN CUTTING OUT.  The decals are printed with an Alps/Oki printer and poor cutting can cause the coloured wax to flake off with improper handling.  Decals must be applied to a gloss surface to give best adhesion.  After applying decals dull coat entire model to protect finished decals and paint.  Apply any weathering then reapply a final dull coat to seal and protect.
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Any further assembly help or problems should be reported to sales@sar-nscale.com
Visit the SARNSD website at www.sar-nscale.com for information about upcoming releases.
